ocular disease from systemically administered drugs, another devoted exclusively to chloroquine toxicity, and others concerned with autonomic-system pharmacology, corticosteroid therapy, nonsteroid anti-inflammatory drugs, and anesthetics.
Ophthalmologists will undoubtedly buy this book, but it should also be read by all clinicians using drugs, and pharmacologists who introduce them to clinical practice. D GERAINT JAMES Data Handling in Epidemiology edited by W W Holland BSC MD ppviii+-212 £325 London &c.: Oxford University Press 1970 This book is based on papers given at the Fifth Scientific Meeting of the International Epidemiological Association in Yugoslavia, and is primarily concerned with problems of data handling in large-scale epidemiological studies. In an excellent introduction, Professor P Armitage comments on the interplay between computer science and technology, epidemiology, and statistics, pointing out the enormous effect on the potential scope of epidemiological studies of the relatively recent arrival of the computer. Several of the following papers deal with the processing and analytical problems that now arise from the ability to collect information on many variables for large population groups, and the book can be recommended for these. One section deals with the increasingly interesting study of the construction of mathematical models, which may be of use either in studying the causation and natural history of disease, or in the practical planning of health services. The approaches to some of the papers dealing with these models and with multivariate analysis are fairly technical, and need a sound knowledge of mathematics and statistics for full understanding; but the important general principles can still be grasped by the less expert in these subjects. Some of the earlier papers on methodological problems are, however, rather too general for a volume which explicitly sets out not to be a textbook on either statistics or epidemiology, and whose main appeal is likely, therefore, to be to the expert rather than the beginner in epidemiology. This book aims to cover the subject of thyroid cancer from many points of viewbiochemical, morphological, pathological, clinical and therapeuticand to integrate these various aspects. Unfortunately we lack clear definitions and exact knowledge about all of these, so that the book becomes very uneven. The best section is the one on pathology, which has some fine electron and light microscope illustrations of thyroid cancer which are worth study. The rest of the book consists of a review of the author's extensive experience of this disease, with a somewhat indiscriminate selection of quotations from the literature, and this unfortunately contains far too many errors and unacceptable statements. The evidence cited to 'confirm' the induction of carcinogenesis by radioactive iodine in human subjects is very thin indeed (p 38). Does hyperthyroidism occur as 'a preliminary compensation' to malignancy (p 134), and does thyroxine therapy help to prevent 'radioiodine-induced hyperthyroidism' (p 149)? The doses of methyl-and propyl-thiouracil on the same page are obviously wrong. One is a little surprised at the claim that radioactive iodine therapy yields positive results in 15-30% of thyroid cancers. This makes one wonder about definitions, and the author's criteria would probably not meet universal approval. While some of the illustrations are excellent, others are badly drawn and the captions are generally inadequate. The reproductions of autoradiographs and chromatographic and electrophoretic strips in figures 7-10, for instance, are quite meaningless without further explanation. I know it is bad form to mention the price, but the volume costs £9. To justify this, almost every one of its 160 pages should be good; since this is not the case, I find it difficult to recommend. The author claims to have written this book 'for doctors entering the School Health Service' with the object of giving 'a sense of purpose to the work' and providing 'an elementary textbook of the technical aspects of the subject'.
The intention was, presumably, to follow a description of the school medical inspectiontaking this to be the key activitywith a detailed description of each of the main types of problem that inspection may reveal and to follow this with other special subjects such as infectious disease control and the law. Unfortunately not only does the description of the school medical inspection fail to place this in its proper context as a single element in the complex of services and examinations through which the health of children is promoted, but the detailed chapters on problems and special services are themselves altogether too discursive. In particular, they mix the presentation of the elementary material required by the beginner with material that can only be under- The subject of dysrhythmia, or arrhythmia in common parlance, is becoming increasingly important in the close supervision of patients following cardiac infarction or cardiac surgery and in the use of artificial pacemakers. Anyone who can understand and remember everything in this remarkable book on arrhythmias may justifiably be regarded as an expert in this subject. Most cardiologists will find it rewarding to read it from cover to cover and it ought to be on the bctokshelf of every cardiac department.
It should be invaluable for reference for the general physician and senior medical student.
Illustrations are freely used and indeed cover almost every aspect of the text, but are not always up to the standard of the text in clarity. This is partly because of the very large numbers required, and partly because of the deterioration of electrocardiographic technique that has occurred with the use of direct writers.
A very nice balance has been achieved between etiology, historical discussion, electrocardiographic description, and clinical correlation and treatment, and this new second edition is up to date and thoroughly recommended. This book is an expanded and modernized second edition of Dr Tompsett's excellent and unique manual on anatomical techniques and museum technology. The core of the book, and probably the most valuable part, provides clear details of the methods for the preparation of corrosion casts of blood vessels and organ cavities using unsaturated polyester resins; the author has been an important pioneer of this technique. Full instructions are given for the use of the recently introduced Crystic resin 700. A number of colour plates d ls wih may be achieved. The beauty of the' tnu is that, with simple apparatus, a relative tyro can produce comparable mwlts, giv the benefit of Tompsett's experience. These methods have bftn fruitfully employed in clinically important investigations into renal vascularity and the segmental anatomy of the lungs and liver. The new edition includes specific instructions for dealing with various other special cases.
As in the previous edition, an acceptable technique for anatomical illustration is described, which places the minimum demand upon natural artistic talent. Sound advice is also given on a variety of topics from the embalming of bodies to the preparation of skeletons; new material has been added here.
This book is proven as an invaluable aid not only to the museum curator but also to the original investigator. This new edition will doubtless be even more widely used. This volume contains two clinical reviews. The first is on phenylketonuria, the most writtenand talked-about of all genetic disorders. It is good to have the subject covered by such an expert as D Y-Y Hsia; he describes the different cliical and biochemical variants, the results of treatment, and the experience so far of parental phenylketonuria. M D Milne draws on his wealth of experience to produce an excellent account and classification of the genetic renal disorders which, though rare, are useful in demonstrating aspects ofrenal development and function.
Apart from these two review articles, the subjects chosen for the volume are concerned with cells and proteins and have little clinical connotation. The important technique of cell hybridization is discussed by B R Migeon and B Childs. This technique is likely to lead to a rapid increae of knowledge about mode of action, phenotypic expression, and chromosomal location of enzymes. The variations in complement componnts are described by S Ruddy and K F Austen, together with two diseases that are produced by complement abnormalities. M K Fagthol and C-B Laurell describe the a,-antitripsin deficicy which, in the homozygous form, accounts for some cases of primary emphysema. Not all homozygotes, however, develop emphysema, and there is no evidence that heterozygotes are more
